
	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  	  

  

The Seeds of Rural Resilience: A Summit on Community Food 
Sovereignty and Regenerative Agriculture 

	  

Friday and Saturday, May 12-13, 2017 – Atrisco, NM 
At the South Valley Multi-Purpose Senior Center 

2008 Larrazolo Rd. SW, Atrisco, NM 87105 

 
Thurs. May 11 - Preconference Workshop – 1-5:30 PM at Hotel Blue 

717 Central Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

 
Sunday May 14 - Acequia Walk in Atrisco – Depart at 7:45 AM from Hotel Blue Lobby 

 

 

National Latino 
Farmers and 
Ranchers Trade 
Association 



  

 2 

A Message From Atrisco Land Grant 

The Atrisco Land Grant was founded as 

a community land grant since 1692 and 

received confirmation in 1905 by a US 

PATENT signed by President Theodore 

Roosevelt.  That patent continues in 

existence to this day and is subject to 

the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 

1848. 

The Atrisqueno villagers overtime have been highly reliant upon the resources of the land for their survival. The native 

grasses that grew in the canyons and rincons (corners) were critical for grazing sheep and cattle. Lands were cultivated 

and irrigated and still grow corn, chile, squash, alfalfa, and beans. The land grant settlers relied on grazing sheep and 

other livestock for food and clothing. By 1760, over 200 people had settled in Atrisco, and the valley was becoming 

crowded. As a result, in 1768, the Atrisco Land Grant expanded to include the mesa top grasslands.  

After the Mexican American War in 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, and New Mexico officially 

became part of the United States.  

Atrisco to this day is a farm and ranch community feeling the squeeze of urbanization.  Our rural heritage is vested in 

the land of our ancestors.  Atrisco’s original name is Atlixco a Nahuatl name given by our Tlaxcalteca and Mestizo 
ancestors from Mexico which means place on the water. Hence, we are a class of people bound by a common 
ancestry, customs, land base and way of life.  The water is the Rio Grande, and the Acequias and water rights within the 

grant boundaries belong to the Atrisco people.   

 

All land grants-mercedes in the state or land grants-mercedes described in Section 49- 1-2 NMSA 1978 shall be 
managed, controlled and governed by their bylaws, by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and as provided in 
Sections 49-1-1 through 49-1-18 NMSA 1978 as political subdivisions of the state. 
 
Development Pressures on Prime and Critical Farmland 
 

Our traditional Common lands are under threat.  These lands are classified rural under greenbelt status and are 

proposed for Development. Atrisco and its board of trustees has objected to this proposed Santolina development at all 

levels of government as Atrisco is currently under review by the Treaty of Guadalupe Division under the State Attorney 

General’s office. To allow this conversion from agricultural land to urban uses will not only change the character of the 

land, but will destroy the traditional aboriginal landscape, biodiversity, our culture and way of life.  This loss of prime and 

critical farmland will leave a carbon footprint of the ultimate developer dream.  Please help us stop this development 
by signing the public petition in circulation.  
 

This move represents a threat to our food security and food sovereignty, and is a corporate land grab of the worst kind. 

We need to regenerate the land and conserve it as an agricultural reserve as well as open space.  We need to protect 

our waters and fragile ecology, and resist cultural genocide.  

 

 

Thank you for your Support!  
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May 12, 2017 
 

WELCOME  

From Rural Coalition and National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association! 
 

On behalf of our Board, Staff and Members we welcome all our RC family -- farmers, ranchers, and 

farmworkers, our agency partners, and our allies and friends working towards organic and 

sustainable agriculture, grazing, forestry and fisheries and rural and cooperative development to join 

us for Seeds of Rural Resilience Summit, hosted by the Town of Atrisco Land Grant, a 

traditional, self-governing farm and ranch community. 

 

We are very glad you could join us for this summit.  Together, we will explore how the culture of the 

acequias (community irrigation systems) and other models of historical and traditional knowledge, 

and land use patterns, land tenure and decision-making, relate to or could inform the public food, 

farm, fishery and rural policies and programs we seek to secure enduring and community-driven 

results.  

 

We will also review how holistic models emerging in rural communities around regenerative 

agriculture, community food sovereignty, cooperatives and rural resilience intersect with current 

policy conversations around soil health, agroecology and sustainable grazing. How do these 

approaches address critical issues such as equity, and land and labor rights and what potential do 

they have to address such challenges such as climate change, invasive species, food safety, and soil 

and pollinator health? 

 

Our summit will emphasize innovation, collaboration, and intergenerational knowledge transfer.  

We’ll emerge with a stronger holistic policy agenda to protect land, water and ecosystems, expand 

regenerative agriculture and revive resilience in local, national, and wider food systems. On Friday 
evening, the local community will join in for a community dinner and screening of the film, 
Las Acequias- Life-Blood of New Mexico. 
 
  

 

National Latino 
Farmers and 
Ranchers Trade 
Association 
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Seeds of Rural Resilience Summit 
South Valley Multi-Purpose Senior Center, 2008 Larrazolo Rd. SW, Atrisco, NM 87105 

 

Friday, May 12, 2017 – Regenerating Agriculture and Forests 
 
8:30 AM   Registration and Refreshments, Visiting Displays and Networking 

9:00 AM   Invocation – Jose Maria Perea, Hermano Penitente de Atrisco 
 
9:15 AM   Welcome and Introduction from Town of Atrisco Land Grant and Rural Coalition 
Leaders – Jerome Padilla, President of the Town of Atrisco Land Grant, will welcome us to Atrisco.  
Lorette Picciano, Rural Coalition Executive Director will share our proposed goals and commitments 
and briefly review our agenda followed by rounds facilitated by Jaime Chavez, Rural Coalition 
National Field Organizer.  
 
9:45 AM    Traditional Farming and Oasis Agriculture - In this session, the Farmers and 
Ranchers of New Mexico and beyond will share their seeds of knowledge – planting traditions, 
how we care for soil, and how land, water, seeds and the harvest were shared in our families and 
communities. Why are these practices important for sustainable farming and community 
economies, biodiversity, soil health and healing our ecology? – Facilitated by Jaime Chavez and 
Lorette Picciano, Rural Coalition 

 

10:45 AM   Break - Visiting Displays and Networking 

11:00 AM   How Can Holistic Farming Systems Knowledge Be Employed	   to Regenerate 
Agriculture? - In this session, we will look at how traditional farming systems and knowledge 
relate to current policies, resources and practices. Participants will share challenges they face in 
agriculture and ecology - including the eastern redcedar infestation in Oklahoma. With our sister 
organizations, we will share strategies and tools to rebuild soil and biodiversity, and how we can 
expand resources and programs that help farmers and communities regenerate agriculture.  We 
will also look at why including new, beginning and small scale producers is critical for 
conservation. Resource people include farmers and ranchers and agency partners including from 
USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Service and the National Agriculture Statistics Service. 
Facilitated by Willard Tillman and Lorette Picciano, Rural Coalition. 
 

12:30 PM   Nourishment and Networking – Invocation by RC Board Member Lisa Bellanger, 
Three Fires Spiritual and Cultural Education Society, MN  
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1:30 PM Traditional Ranching in Forests- In this session, Ranchers, Land Based and Treaty 
Communities of New Mexico and beyond will share their traditional knowledge. What practices 
have been used for generations to sustain their families and protect headwaters and the forests – 
the lungs of Tierra Madre.  Resource people include Northern New Mexico Stockman’s 
Association.  

2:15 PM   How Can Traditional Knowledge Used to Regenerate Forests and Grasslands? - In 
this session, we will discuss the challenges facing ranchers and forests, and the consequences of 
not addressing these challenges, including forest fires and floods.  With all participants, we will 
examine proposals for solutions that could improve the ecological and economic sustainability for 
grazing communities. Resource People include leaders from Northern New Mexico Stockmen’s 
Association and our Collaborators proposing policies to support Sustainable Livestock and 
Grazing. 

3:45 PM   Group Photo at the Acequia – We will take a 5 - minute walk to gather at the nearby 
acequia which flows from the nearby Rio Grande.  

4:15 PM   Water Dialogue - In this session, the group will discuss how regenerating agriculture 
and forests may also preserve and care for the life-giving waters essential to life in our oasis 
communities and everywhere.   

5:15 PM   Visiting Displays including Art by Eric Christo Martinez, and Senior Center Tour     
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6:15 PM   Community Dinner   -  Invocation by Carol Zippert, Community Meal with Poetry, 
Music and the showing the Film: 
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Saturday, May 13, 2017 – Building a Resilient Future for our Communities  
 

7:00 AM   Visit to the Albuquerque Farmers Market – (across the street from Hotel Blue) 

8:30 AM   Registration and Refreshments 

9:00 AM   Invocation  
 

9:10 AM   Welcome – Rural Coalition  

9:15 AM   Rural Resilience and Climate — In this session, we will take a wider view of the 
ecological and economic challenges rural communities face. We will discuss the importance of 
partnerships and collaboration among farmers and ranchers facing climate challenges including 
extreme weather events, drought, floods, and fires. We will have an update on the economic and 
ecological importance of restoring industrial hemp cultivation.  

 We will share strategies communities are using to strengthen rural food systems. How can we use 
the Census of Agriculture (coming in late 2017) to help us demonstrate the economic and political 
value of investments in growing farmers and food?  We will also explore using cooperatives, 
community and small business development models, energy, history and value added products. We 
want to restore our rural economies, and community ecology and community. Resource people 
include USDA Agriculture Research Service, 
the Southwest Climate Hub and the National 
Ag Statistics Service.  

10:30 AM Group Photo and Break 
(Outside) 

10:45 AM A Resilient Future: 
Cooperation and Food Sovereignty – With 
leadership from the women of our 
communities, we will reflect together on the 
compelling need to act cooperatively to heal 
our families, our communities, our society 

and our mother earth.  Community members 
will share their ongoing efforts including 
healing gardens, community and mentor 
farms; small economic enterprises; and in all 
our work, nurturing youth.  We will also share 
ideas of community-owned food systems.  
Together we can build a Resilient Future with 
our Children! 
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12:00 Nourishment and Networking – We will gather for our closing meal together, with an 
invocation by Carol Zippert  

1:00 PM Summarizing our Findings and Creating an Action Plan for the Year Ahead – Rural 

Coalition Leaders 

1:30 PM Closing Circle – RC Board Member Lisa Bellanger, 
Three Fires Spiritual and Cultural Education Society 

 2:00 PM Field Trips to the Community  

 
Join Us Sunday May 14 - Acequia Walk in Atrisco  

Depart at 7:45 AM from Hotel Blue Lobby 
 

Please Save the Date and join us Dec 13-15 in DC for Our Rural Coalition Roots of Food 
Sovereignty Forum and Dinner, Washington, DC celebrating the achievements of our founding 
members, Rural Advancement Fund of the National Sharecroppers Fund (80 Years), Federation of 
Southern Cooperatives (50 years), National Family Farm Coalition (30 Years) and more… 

 

WITH MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 
 

    With Special Thanks to Our Hosts 
Town of Atrisco Land Grant 
Know You Know New Mexico 
Desert Forge Foundation 
Mr. Eugene Pickett 
Ms. Jessica Quinn 
Mr. Ernie Rivera 
 
 
Eric Christo Martinez (Art Show) 

 
 

With Special Thanks to our Major Sponsors and Long Term Supporters Who Stand Beside Us  
Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation 

New Visions Foundation 
Presbyterian Church USA Hunger Program 

W. K. Kellogg Foundation  
 

USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 
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And Thanks to Our Partners, Exhibitors and Ad Sponsors 
 

Friends of the Earth 
New Mexico Acequia Association 

USDA Agricultural Research Service 
USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Service 

USDA National Agriculture Statistics Service 
USDA Rural Development 

 
 

Thanks to you, Hotel Blue, for always making us feel at home and 
like family! 

 
 
And our indefatigable travel Agent, Jerry Feldman of Casto Travel.  

 
Our Sister Organizations National Family Farm Coalition and La Via Campesina 

 

And our Awesome Rural Coalition Members Including: 
 

21st Century Youth Leadership Movement 
Alianza National de Campesinas 

Rural Advancement Fund 
National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association 

North Carolina Association of Black Lawyers Land Loss Prevention Project  
Farmworker Association of Florida 

 
Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund  

La Mujer Obrera 
Lideres Campesinas 

Mississippi Association of Cooperatives 
Missouri Rural Crisis Center 

Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project 
Operation Spring Plant 

Pesticide Action Network 
Rural Development Leadership Network 

Three Fires Spiritual and Cultural Education Society 
World Farmers    

 

Welcome to Our New Member, Friends of the Earth 
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Principles and Goals of the  
Rural Coalition/ Coalición Rural 
 
The Rural Coalition’s charter members, some 22 national organizations, first joined 
together in 1978 to bring their combined experiences and skills to bear on national 
policies affecting rural people and communities.  
 
They mapped an ambitious course toward general goals articulated in the Rural 
Coalition’s guiding principles.  These principles, to which all coalition member 
organizations subscribe, are: 

 

•   Justice and equal opportunity are the right of all people regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, or place of 

residence. 

 

•   All rural people are entitled to the good and services essential to a decent quality of life, including education, 

health and employment services, housing and basic community facilities.  They are also entitled to democratic 

community institutions dedicated to serving their interests. 

 

•   The long-term viability of rural communities rests on effective control and use of resources by the people living 

in rural areas, including family farmers, local business people and working people of all walks of life. 

 

•   Community-based organizations are instrumental in the development of rural communities. Public policy should 

encourage their growth and strength.  

 

•   The federal government has the responsibility to ensure the rights of all citizens and to help secure the 

fulfillment of these rights. 

 

Consistent with its commitment to these guiding principles, the Rural Coalition has worked toward two long-range goals: 

 

•   The development and 

implementation of progressive 

policies responsive to rural 

needs; and  

 

•   The development of the 

capacities of rural 

organizations and people to 

work effectively for, and to 

sustain, institutional and 

systematic change. 

 

We join together as rural interest organizations to work for a better national and global society.  
	  
	  

Join	  us	  at	  www.ruralco.org.	  	  	  Follow	  us	  @ruralco	  and	  @nlfrta 	  
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Rural Coalition Board of Directors 2017-18 
 
•   John Zippert, Chair Person, * Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land     
Assistance Fund, Epes, AL 

•   Georgia Good, Vice Chair, * Rural Advancement Fund, Orangeburg, SC 

•   Dorathy Barker, Treasurer, * Operation Spring Plant, Oxford, NC 

•   Tirso Moreno, Secretary, * Farmworker Association of Florida, Apopka, FL 

•   Mily Trevino-Sauceda, Assistant Secretary, * Alianza Nacional de Campesinas, 

Oxnard, CA 

•   Darnella Burkett, Youth Representative, * Mississippi Association of Cooperatives, 

Jackson, MS 

•   Savonala Horne, At Large*, Land Loss Prevention Project, Durham, NC  

•   Lorena Andrade, La Mujer Obrera, El Paso, TX 

•   Rudy Arredondo, National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association, 

Washington, DC 

•   Lisa Bellanger, Three Fires Spiritual and Cultural Education Society, Minneapolis, 

MN 

•   Daisy Garrett, RC Events Committee Chair, Jackson, MS  

•   Starry Krueger, Rural Development Leadership Network, New York, NY 

•   Gary Redding, Concerned Citizens of Tillery, Tillery, NC 

•   Chukou Thao, National Hmong American Farmers, Inc., Fresno, CA  

•   Willard Tillman, Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project, Oklahoma City, OK 

•   Lorette Picciano, * Ex-officio, Executive Director 
*Executive Committee Members 

 

 

Emeritus Members 

•   Patricia Bellanger, Rural Coalition Founding Mother, American Indian Movement 
•   Carlos Marentes, Chair Emeritus, Border Agricultural Workers Project, El Paso, TX 

•   Hubert Sapp, Chair Emeritus, Atlanta, GA 

•   Altagracia Villarreal, Coalición Rural Mexico, Mexico City 

•   Marge Townsend, North American Farm Alliance, Windsor, OH 

•   John Bloch, Markham Center, Montpelier, VT  
 

 
 
Rural Coalition Staff 

•   Jaime Chavez, National Field Organizer 

•   Bryn Bird, Field Programs and Policy Associate 

•   Lorette Picciano, Executive Director 

Our Evaluator 

•   Annie Lorrie Anderson-Lazo 
  

The Rural Coalition/ Coalición 
Rural is an alliance of farmers, 
farmworkers, indigenous, 
migrant, and working people 
from the United States, Mexico, 
Canada, and beyond working 
together toward a new society 
that values unity, hope, people, 
and land. 
 

Since 1978, the work of the 

Rural Coalition is carried out 

and achieved by our member 
groups. With our Staff, our 

Coalition facilitates and assists 
our grassroots community 

members to work in unity to 
meet the collaborative goals 

and needs of its member 
groups. 
 

Rural Coalition  
1029 Vermont Avenue NW, 

Suite 601                                               
Washington, DC   20005 

T: 202-628-7160 

F: 202 202-393-1816 

 

http: // www.ruralco.org 

 
facebook.com/RuralCoalitio

n 

 
twitter.com/ruralco 

 
youtube.com/user/ruralcoalition  

 
flickr.com/photos/ruralcoalition
    
 

© Text 2015 RC © Text 2015 RC  Any reproduction in 

full or in part must mention the title 

and credit the above-mentioned 
publisher as the copyright owner. 
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A Message to the Farmers from and the Rural Coalition and National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade 
Association Farm and Ranch Team - and our Farmer-Mentor Exchange Network 

Stay Planted on the Land - Avoid Pitfalls on Your Farm 

 

Network and Share Knowledge - Support the community based organization that serves 

farmers in your community.  Meet others who share your challenges. 
 

Don't leave money on the table - register your operation with Farm Services agency and 

get a farm number.  Identify yourself as a socially disadvantaged or historically 
underserved producer to claim benefits you are entitled to receive. 
 

Get to know your local USDA offices. Save all your documents. Get a USDA Receipt for 
Service every time you go to a USDA office. 
 

Keep your records and file Schedule F of your IRS tax return to be eligible for loans 

and disaster assistance. 

Be counted in the Census of Agriculture and have your economic contributions to 
your community recognized.  Register with NASS and send back your confidential 

census or other survey forms. 
 

Learn about USDA programs to help in your farm operations. Get crop insurance or 
NAP to protect your operation. Check out FSA Microloans. 
 

Go to NRCS and have a Conservation Plan made. Learn of programs to help you care for your soil, protect 

your pollinators, and extend your season with seasonal high tunnels.  

 

Are you facing financial, weather, conservation or other challenges in your operation?  You are not 

alone!  Don't wait!  Contact Rural Coalition for assistance and to connect to our experienced advocates of Rural 

Coalition's Farmer Mentor Exchange Network 
 

Be sure you have a succession plan for your farm proper titles for all your land.  Protect your family with a will. 
 

There are resources to help you protect workers and the health of your family on the farm, to care for your 

animals and their health, to meet organic and food safety standards and produce a product ready for wider 

markets.  Check out APHIS, AMS and FSIS. Participate in our training events and learn from each other and our 

partner agencies. 

 

Cooperate!  We are stronger together! 

The Rural Coalition, born of the civil rights and anti-poverty rural movements, has worked for 39 years to assure 
that diverse organizations from all regions, ethnic and racial groups and genders have the opportunity to work 

cooperatively on the issues that affect them all.  The foundation of this work is strong local, regional and national 
organizations that work to assure the representation and involvement of every sector of this diverse fabric of 

rural	  peoples. Join our e-update list and farm and ranch team at www.ruralco.org 

 


